The Romanian myrmecofauna is insufficiently known, mostly cryptic, sub-Mediterranean and parasitic species are lacking from the checklist. In this article a new species for the Romanian fauna is presented: Pyramica baudueri Em., a cryptic and sub-Mediterranean species. Two specimens were found in South-Western Romania, close to the Hungarian border. P. baudueri lives in the soil, and hunts for small arthropods. Besides Pyramica, specimens of Ponera testacea Em. were also found on the same spot; this is the fifth data on the occurrence of this species in Romania. As several dacetine species are known from Southern and Central European countries it can be hypothesized that specific collecting methods would probably increase the number of dacetine species known from Romania. Upon this article the number of known Romanian ant species sums up to 105. ) resulted not just in the description of new species and elucidation of taxonomical problems, but also in the renewal or creation of checklists and faunistic monographs Europe-wide. In the last decades several such works were published in Central and Eastern European countries (e.g. Atanassov & Dlussky 1992 , Gallé et al. 1998 , Karaman 1998 , Seifert 2001 , Czechowski et al. 2002 , Steiner et al. 2002 , Bračko 2006 , Petrov 2006 , Werner & Wiezik 2007 . The checklist of the Romanian myrmecofauna was also updated just recently (Markó et al. 2006) . Upon this study and a recent publication (Markó 2008) the Romanian fauna currently contains 104 species, which is, however, considerably less than the known fauna of other surrounding countries (see Markó et al. 2006 for comparison). Mostly cryptic, sub-Mediterranean and parasitic species are lacking from the list of the Romanian fauna, but there are also other quite common European species which were not yet reported from Romania, illustrating how insufficiently the fauna is known. In this communication we report the finding of a cryptic, sub-Mediterranean species, which, probably due to its lifestyle and the lack of specific collecting methods, was not detected until now in Romania.
INTRODUCTION
The ant fauna of Central and Eastern Europe is relatively well-known today. The new wave of the European ant taxonomy in the last decades (e.g. Seifert 1992 , Radchenko & Elmes 2003 , Schlick-Steiner et al. 2006 resulted not just in the description of new species and elucidation of taxonomical problems, but also in the renewal or creation of checklists and faunistic monographs Europe-wide. In the last decades several such works were published in Central and Eastern European countries (e.g. Atanassov & Dlussky 1992 , Gallé et al. 1998 , Karaman 1998 , Seifert 2001 , Czechowski et al. 2002 , Steiner et al. 2002 , Bračko 2006 , Petrov 2006 , Werner & Wiezik 2007 . The checklist of the Romanian myrmecofauna was also updated just recently (Markó et al. 2006) . Upon this study and a recent publication (Markó 2008) the Romanian fauna currently contains 104 species, which is, however, considerably less than the known fauna of other surrounding countries (see Markó et al. 2006 for comparison) . Mostly cryptic, sub-Mediterranean and parasitic species are lacking from the list of the Romanian fauna, but there are also other quite common European species which were not yet reported from Romania, illustrating how insufficiently the fauna is known. In this communication we report the finding of a cryptic, sub-Mediterranean species, which, probably due to its lifestyle and the lack of specific collecting methods, was not detected until now in Romania.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Two workers of Pyramica baudueri (Emery, 1875) were collected during a myrmecological field-trip close to Sederhat village (Fig. 1, N 46.200452, E 21.160717, ca . 100 m a.s.l., Arad County, Western Romania) on 20.05.2007. The specimens were found ca. 30 cm deep in the soil on a ditch near a narrow channel running parallel and close to the E68 highway, which connects the cities of Szeged (Hungary) and Arad (Romania). The ditch was covered with sparse vegetation, and the soil surface was relatively dry, sun-exposed.
The identification of the species was carried out using Bolton's comprehensive dacetine key (Bolton 2000) . Other ant species found at the same location were identified with the use of other keys (Seifert 1996 , Csısz & Seifert 2003 . The Pyramica specimens are deposited in the ant collection of the HNHM (Budapest, Hungary), the other species mentioned in this article are mostly (see text) deposited in the author's personal collection (Dept. of Taxonomy and Ecology, Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania). Pyramica specimens could be immediately identified in the field as belonging to the tribe Dacetini based on the specific shape of the head. When uncovered from the soil they froze in a strange position: head tilted downward, appendices pulled as close to their body as possible. They stayed motionless even when picked up by the collector. The whole body of this species is slender at first glance, but a closer look reveals its compact feature due to the retractibility of appendices, especially the antennae. The head is pyriform, distinctly elongated anteriorly (Fig.  2) . The mandibles in full-face view and at full closure are triangular and bear serially dentate masticatory margins. The apical tooth is more or less of the same size than previous teeth. Clypeal dorsum in full-face view is covered entirely by short wide hairs that are broadly spatulate or spoon-shaped and very distinctive. In profile these hairs are directed anteriorly (Fig. 2) . The mediodorsally curved ground-pilosity between posterior margin of clypeus and highest point of vertex is also conspicuously spatulate, as are principal curved hairs that project from the leading edge of the scape. The eyes are located ventrolaterally. Cuticle of side of head within scrobe is reticulate-punctate, as well as dorsum of head behind clypeus. The scape is relatively short, in some cases funicular segments 2 and 3 may be fused, and 3 may also be partially or mostly fused to 4, which could cause identification problems sometimes (Bolton 2000) . This is the case with our specimens as well (Fig. 2) . Pronotum is lacking a median longitudinal carina. The pleura and the sides of propodeum and disc of postpetiole are smooth and shining. Propodeum bears a pair of triangular teeth. There are strongly developed spongiform appendages on the waist, and the ventral curtain on the petiole is deeper than the thickness of the peduncle in profile (Fig. 2) .
P. baudueri is an exclusively predatory species, which hunts for Collembola or similarsized small arthropods. It lives and forages in the soil, although Braschler (2002) collected two workers with pitfall-traps suggesting that they could also forage on soil surface occasionally. Colonies are usually small and monogynous (Bolton 2000) . It is considered to be a subMediterranean species preferring sun-exposed, warm habitats, e.g. calcareous grasslands (Braschler 2002) . These specimens were found together with other species, which also prefer such habitat type, like Messor structor (Latreille, 1798), Ponera testacea Emery, 1895 (one specimen is deposited in the collection of the Museum and Institute of Zoology PAS, Warsaw and another in the author's personal collection), Myrmica sabuleti Meinert, 1861, and Solenopsis fugax (Latreille, 1798). More precisely Pyramica baudueri, Ponera testacea and Solenopsis fugax were found on the same spot, at the same soil depth and very close to each other. It is also worth mentioning that there are very few data on Ponera testacea from Romania, thus this finding is also of particular relevance. P. testacea is known only from four localities up to now: Bucharest ( ACKNOWLEDGMENTS I would like to express my gratitude to Piotr Ślipiński for the quality photo and to Alexander Radchenko and Wojciech Czechowski (MIZ PAS, Warsaw) for their improving suggestions regarding the manuscript. I am also thankful to Beatrix Ferencz, who assisted me during the collection of the species. This work was supported during the preparation of the article by PL-TAF-5279 Synthesys EU FP 6 grant and by ID-552 IDEI PNII grant (Bucharest, Romania).
